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ABOUT US
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As United Cities and Local Governments Middle East and West Asia Section (UCLG-MEWA), which is one 

of the nine sections of UCLG World Organization that represents more than 100 years of experience in 

bring the voice of the local into the global arena, and to localize global agendas. 

We sustain our advocacy activities with hundreds of member municipalities, local government 

associations, legal entities and individual members throughout the Middle East and West Asia, as the 

strong voice of local governments in the region. With the UCLG-MEWA Introductory Booklet, we invite 

you to know more about our organization and its activities and wish to build stronger partnerships 

between our cities.
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ABOUT UCLG  

WORLD ORGANIZATION
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Following the commitments made 

at the time of the UN Habitat II 

Conference held in Istanbul in 

1996; International Union of Local 

Authorities (IULA), United Towns 

Organization (UTO) and World 

Association of Major Metropolises 

(METROPOLIS) have combined 

their respective global networks 

of cities and national associations 

of local governments into a 

single umbrella organization 

called United Cities and Local 

Governments World Organization 

(UCLG). Today, UCLG is the 

one and only representative 

of the international municipal 

movement which began in 

1913 and has a history of over a 

hundred years. Recognized by 

the United Nations and operating 

through its nine sections, UCLG 

World Secretariat is headquarted 

in Barcelona, Spain.
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FOUNDING OF UCLG-MEWA 

AND ITS MEMBERSHIP

Headquartered in Istanbul, Turkey, United Cities and Local 
Governments Middle East and West Asia Section 
(UCLG-MEWA) was established in 2004, simultaneously with 
UCLG World Secretariat, as one of the nine sections of UCLG. 
UCLG-MEWA has a broad membership network composed of 
local governments, their associations, NGOs and real persons. 

  



By Joining Our Network, Our Members Can:

Boost their international visibility 

represention at international 

organizations, primarily the UN 

agencies and the EU.

Receive partnership support 

needed for their projects and 

contributions of national and 

international organizations. 

Contribute to the promotion and 

representation of local governments 

at the world stage by shaping the 

future of local governments through 

participating in the governing bodies 

of UCLG and UCLG-MEWA.

Build their communication networks 

in a wide geographical area by 

sharing the international events 

they organize with all UCLG-MEWA 

members and stakeholders.

Increase their institutional/

committees and task-forces 

of UCLG-MEWA.

Share their best practices 

with other local governments 

through UCLG-MEWA 

Newsletter and other 

publications, as well as through 

digital communication tools.

Expand their global network 

by participating in gatherings 

organized by UCLG in various 

Take part in capacity-building 

activities targeting local 

Receive technical support for 

sister city agreements and 

cooperation protocols they 

make with local governments.
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UCLG-MEWA Governing Bodies are composed 

of General Assembly, Council, Executive Bureau, 

Supervisory Board (Financial Management 

Committee), Presidency, Treasurer, Ombudsman 

and Secretary General. Currently, UCLG-MEWA 

President is also the Vice-President of UCLG.

OUR GOVERNING 

BODIES
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OUR DEPARTMENTS
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COMMITTEES  

AND PROJECTS  

DEPARTMENT

UCLG-MEWA encourages its members to develop 

projects, disseminate good practices, and ensure 

the localization of the Global Agendas through 

have a structure consisting of a President, Co-

Presidents, and members. UCLG-MEWA members 

can be part of more than one committee.
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COMMITTEE ON SMART 

CITIES AND URBAN  

MOBILITY

The Committee serves local governments on two footings: 

“Vision Studies for Local Governments” and “Solution-

Oriented Actions.” Under “Vision Studies for Local 

sessions and innovative projects to build the capacity of 

local governments, while within the scope of “Solution-

Oriented Actions”, it develops tools to solve the problems 

experienced by local governments within the context of 

mobility and smart city. Adopting the ecosystem approach, 

the Committee brings together local governments and key 

COMMITTEE ON  

ENVIRONMENT 

Cities covering 2% of the world’s surface area are responsible 

for 78% of global energy consumption and 60% of global 

greenhouse gas emissions. It is obvious that cities, which are 

expected to host 70% of the world population by 2050, will 

be at the center of both the problems and solutions around 

global climate change. The Committee on Environment 

aims to help build sustainable, healthy and inclusive cities 

Committee continues its activities to raise awareness about 

climate change, to disseminate good practices and to bring 

together stakeholders who work for a sustainable future.
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COMMITTEE ON CITY  

DIPLOMACY AND LOCAL 

GOVERNANCE

The Committee provides a platform where local 

governments in the region can exchange their experiences 

on accountability and transparency, participatory 

democracy, cooperation, local diplomacy, multi-level 

governance and urban planning. It mobilizes its members 

for the implementation and monitoring of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and the New Urban Agenda. Also, it 

aims to highlight the dynamics of cities through organizing 

activities for improving sister city relations, which it considers 

to be a complementary element of diplomacy, and by doing 

so, to contribute to international diplomacy. 

COMMITTEE ON  

CULTURE AND TOURISM

The Committee on Culture and Tourism carries out 

advocacy activities within the framework of the Agenda 

21 for Culture which is a program for cultural governance. 

Raising awareness on culture at the local level, ensuring 

the preservation of cultural heritage, encouraging the local 

governments to support cultural production, defending 

cultural rights and promoting sustainable/alternative 

tourism in collaboration with local stakeholders constitute 

the essential objectives of the Committee. In this regard, the 

consultation activities.
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COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL 

INCLUSION

UCLG-MEWA established the Committee on Social Inclusion 

in order to create a common ground for social inclusion, 

human rights, and participatory democracy and to enable 

local governments to share their knowledge and experience 

on these issues. UCLG-MEWA Committee on Social Inclusion 

disabilities, children, women, and participatory democracy. 

These issues have been taken into account based on their 

importance and necessity in the MEWA region.

COMMITTEE ON  

GENDER EQUALITY 

The Committee on Gender Equality operates with the aim of 

“mainstreaming gender equality” and carries out advocacy 

activities for the development of egalitarian policies by 

establishing a platform among local governments. The 

Committee aims to increase women’s active participation 

in decision-making processes at local and regional levels, 

to enhance women’s political participation, and to provide 

equal access to all kinds of services.  
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RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL

ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT

UCLG-MEWA Department on Relations with International Organizations develops 

relationships primarily with the UCLG World Organization, the UCLG Sections, European 

Union, United Nations, as well as their units and agencies. Issues such as conducting 

institutional relations with the UCLG World Organization, making preparations for the 

UCLG World Council and Executive Bureau Meetings, following the activities of Global 

Task Force of Local and Regional Governments, and ensuring the representation of 

the MEWA Region in the UN Advisory Committee of Local Governments Authorities 

(UNACLA) are among the main responsibilities of this department.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL  

AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

security, quality and performance of the work environment. It is also the responsibility 

annual membership fees, monitoring and reporting the collections, and supervising 

expenditures.

In addition to the routine works such as the supply of goods and services required 

for the day-to-day operation of the organization and the supervision of all kinds of 

purchases, it is also in charge of the organization of UCLG-MEWA Executive Bureau, 

Council and General Assembly. In addition, it is the duty of the Administrative and 
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COMMUNICATION 

DEPARTMENT

The Communication Department informs all relevant 

organizations, especially UCLG-MEWA members, about the 

activities and projects of UCLG-MEWA. It advocates local 

democracy by sharing the best practices of its members and 

prepares the ground for the establishment of new partnerships. 

It shares its activities with the whole world through its website 

and social media accounts in Arabic, English and Turkish, the 

working languages of UCLG-MEWA. In addition, the original 

content provided by the members or produced by the general 

secretariat is also shared with the communication network of the 

Organization. Also, the UCLG-MEWA e-bulletin is periodically 

sent out to the institutions and organizations that UCLG-MEWA 
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UCLG-MEWA ON  

VARIOUS PLATFORMS
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CLOSE COOPERATION AND  

PARTNERSHIP WITH INSTITUTIONS

As a regional section of an international organization, UCLG-MEWA is in close cooperation and 

activities in cooperation with various organizations, notably UN-Habitat along with other UN 

agencies, the European Union (EU), the Asian Mayors Forum (AMF), the Organization of Islamic 

Capitals and Cities (OICC), the D-8, the Global Fund for Cities Development (FMDV), Arab Towns 

Organization (ATO) and Center for Mediterranean Integration (CMI). 

Working in coordination and close cooperation with UCLG World Organization and its regional 

sections to localize global agendas, UCLG-MEWA also conducts various works on the 

implementation and monitoring of 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, the New Urban Agenda.

UCLG and UCLG-MEWA are in the United Nations Advisory Committee of Local Authorities 

(UNACLA) which serves as an advisory body to United Nations System for the purpose 

of consultation with local governments. UNACLA is composed of elected mayors and 

representatives of local government associations and acts on the basis of local, national and 

international commitments, especially for the implementation of the Habitat Agenda. 10 out 

of 20 members of UNACLA are nominated by UCLG. UCLG President is the natural chair of 

UNACLA, and UCLG-MEWA President is a natural member of UNACLA.

PARTICIPATION IN  

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Acknowledging that civil society organizations and local governments are crucial stakeholders 

of development, the European Union (EU) aims to ensure the participation of these actors in 

policy-making processes and relevant decision-making mechanisms. To that end, the European 

Commission has started to organize a series of negotiation and consultation meetings called 

meetings, the Policy Forum on Development (PFD) was established in 2013, with the aim of 

providing a platform for a regular and continuous dialogue between development stakeholders, 

particularly local governments and civil society.

The Commission’s Directorate General for International Cooperation and Development (DG 

DEVCO) is in charge of the overall organization of the Forum. A PFD Task Team, composed of 

15 representatives from among the PFD members, undertakes preparatory work. UCLG-MEWA 

is one of the members of the task team. The PFD platform is a hub of more than 60 local 

Organization, together with its sections, is among the members of the platform. In this regard, 

UCLG-MEWA actively participates in the PFD and PFD Task Team meetings, and represents the 

local governments in the region.
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LOCALIZING GLOBAL AGENDAS

Developed with  the contributions of UCLG-MEWA, a member of the Global Task Force 

of Local and Regional Governments, the coordination mechanism of the worldwide 

local and regional government networks vis-à-vis the international organizations,  UN 

Sustainable Development Goals constitute one of the basic references of UCLG-MEWA’s 

activities. In this regard, various works are carried out, particularly advocacy works, 

alignment of municipal activities with SDGs, and training of trainers programs. UCLG-

MEWA also contributes to the Local and Regional Governments Report submitted 

to the UN every year by the aforementioned Global Task Force in order to present 

the work done in the region to the international community. The organization also 

provides technical support to local governments, encouraging increased reporting on 

the implementation of global agendas throughout the region.

CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL  

REPORTING MECHANISMS

Operating on the principle that “solutions to global problems start at the local level,” 

UCLG-MEWA aims to disseminate best practices among local governments through 

information- and experience-sharing and to generate knowledge accordingly. In this 

regard, UCLG-MEWA contributes to reports prepared by the Global Observatory on 

service delivery. The fourth report was published under the theme of global agendas 

of the local and regional governments. The Fifth GOLD Report was published under 

the title of “Localization of the Global Agendas.” 
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PUBLICATIONS

UCLG-MEWA publishes non-periodicals on the issues that bear importance for the 

Some of these non-periodical publications are: Local Government Systems in the 

Middle East and West Asia Region, GOLD IV Executive Summary, Syrians in Turkey, 

Jordan, Lebanon and the Role of Municipalities in Migration Management, Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030), The Sustainable Development 

Goals: What Local Governments Need to Know, Agenda 21 for Culture: Actions, 

Citizens’ Assemblies, the New Urban Agenda & Bogota Commitment.

Our organization also meets with its readers through “UCLG-MEWA Newsletter” 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT TALKS

UCLG-MEWA has been organizing “Local Government Talks” since 2014, at its 

headquarters in Istanbul. During the talks, experts share their views on issues such 

as civil society, gender equality, environment, smart cities, Sustainable Development 

governments. Finally, a collection of these talks is published in a book format and 

presented to the readers.
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Yerebatan Caddesi No:2,  

Sultanahmet, 34110 

 

+90 212 511 10 10 

+90 212 519 00 58 

/UCLGMEWAorg

/UCLGMEWAorg

/UCLGMEWA



Yerebatan Caddesi No:2, 

Sultanahmet, 34110

İstanbul - Türkiye 

+90 212 511 10 10

+90 212 519 00 58 

/UCLGMEWAorg

/UCLGMEWAorg

/UCLGMEWA
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