CITIES ACTION FOR PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION
— Cities Voice for Gaza Platform

Local leaders participating in the United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) World
Council, within the framework of the “Bridge for Cities 2025 meeting, recognize their
fundamental role in defending peace and promoting international cooperation.

In line with the “Pact for the Future of Humanity”, structured around the pillars of People,
Planet, and Government, we reaffirm our determination to build from the local level a
comprehensive transformation process centered on a rights-based approach, sustainable
development, and strong local governance. Within this framework, the following
considerations are taken into account:

¢ Peace, the protection of civilians, and respect for fundamental human rights are
indispensable principles that must guide actions at both local and global levels.
Local governments must assume a leading role within the global geopolitical
context.

¢ Armed conflicts directly and devastatingly affect urban communities. In these
environments of destruction, cities are key actors for rebuilding daily life,
providing public services, strengthening social cohesion, and ensuring
institutional recovery. The role of cities is essential in ensuring equality among
people and territories.

o Thereconstruction of Gaza, following the recent devastation, will only be
possible through interregional solidarity, cooperation, and coordination.

Taking all this into consideration, we, as local government leaders, are launching the Cities
Action for Peace and Reconstruction to support reconstruction processes by strengthening
technical, social, and urban cooperation among cities.

The first and most significant initiative under this action is the Cities Voice for Gaza
Platform, which aims to erase the traces of a profound tragedy that has tested the conscience
of humanity. The destruction we have witnessed over the past year — children dying of
hunger, neighborhoods reduced to rubble, hospitals targeted — represents not only Gaza’s
suffering but that of all humankind.

By bringing together cities’ aid projects and calls for support for Gaza under a single
platform, this movement of solidarity from the local to the global has the following
objectives:

* To coordinate local and regional efforts internationally, in close collaboration with
multilateral organizations and specialized agencies.

* To facilitate the sharing of knowledge and technical capacity.

* To align local contributions with international reconstruction frameworks, activating
decentralized and solidarity-based cooperation.

* To strengthen city diplomacy by placing the culture of peace, coexistence, and local
multilateralism at the heart of strategic actions.

Within the framework of the Global Network of Cities for Peace, this platform will work to
ensure that the reconstruction of Gaza becomes a replicable model for other regions of the



world that have experienced — or are at risk of — conflict or disaster. These efforts embrace
peace, justice, and reconstruction as collective responsibilities.

The signatory cities invite other local and regional governments to join this platform,
emphasizing that interregional cooperation is a fundamental pillar for rebuilding communities,
restoring rights, and securing a peaceful future.



